Matthew was born in Bennington, Vermont and grew up in Arlington, Vermont, and across the border in Cambridge, NY.  He got his start in a cappella groups and on the Hudson River Sloop Clearwater singing alongside Pete Seeger and fellow Vermonter Rik Palieri, as well as other musicians from around North America.

Matthew began singing formally in a madrigal group in high school.  He was a member of the a cappella group Matthew’s Minstrels at Vassar College, where he also studied musical theory and composed music.  Beginning in 1985 on the Hudson River Sloop Clearwater, Matthew became interested in performing and leading songs about nature and conservation.  As a crew member in 1987 and 1988, he was part of the Clearwater’s educational and musical programs, and in subsequent years, Matthew performed at various Clearwater festivals, sometimes sharing the stage with Pete Seeger and Vermont’s Rik Palieri, among others.  In the 1990s, Matthew also performed educational skits, stories, and songs for the Association of Vermont Recyclers and the Green Mountain Audubon Nature Center in many Vermont schools.  Matthew, who speaks fluent French and basic Spanish and Russian, enjoys sharing songs from other cultures. 

After college in the mid-eighties (at Vassar, in Poughkeepsie, NY), Matthew spent a year and a half in France, learned his French and pas-mal de chansons francaises (a few French tunes), with George Brassens being the most influential.  In 1989, Matthew went back to Europe, this time on a schooner with 20 Soviets and 20 Americans – with plenty of seafaring adventures as well as cold-war thaw attempts on the way to St. Petersburg.  In between France and Russia, Matthew was smitten by Farm and Wilderness Summer Camps in Plymouth, Vermont, where people believe in singing, homesteadish work, and silent meetings for worship.  Lots of his material, spontaneity and gentle side came from that beautiful valley in the heart of Vermont.  

Matthew has a congenial stage presence and a clear voice accompanied by guitar, accordion, banjo, ukulele, and hand percussion.  Matthew started on the piano when he was twelve and moved to guitar by the end of his teens.  He picked up the banjo (clawhammer style) in the late 1980s and added the accordion soon thereafter, both used mainly as accompaniment for songs. In the past few years, he has also started playing the tenor ukulele, which has a unique quality that is at once slightly humorous and delectable.

Matthew’s family program has evolved at an increased pace in the last few years thanks especially to regular bi-monthly performances at the Brownell Library in addition to a busy performance schedule (mostly spring and summer) all around the State of Vermont.  His stable of environmental songs has expanded more and more into songs with movement, and nearly all his stories revolve around a sung refrain in which the audience participates.  Matthew has also increased the role of improvisation in his performances.  He solicits ideas from the audience to “zip in” to many songs and stories and he also tells entirely impromptu stories based on elements volunteered by kids in the audience.

Matthew has co-released three compact disk recordings: “Wiggle Room,” full of good fun and silliness, “Life on Lake Champlain: Songs and Stories”, a project of the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum, and “A Few Good Tools: Songs for the Earth,” a recording of environmental songs for children released on compact disk with John Hadden.

During his professional musical career of more than 20 years, Matthew’s performances have been interwoven with educational activities for children.  Matthew’s temperament is both calming and animating. He puts children at ease and also encourages them to laugh and lose their inhibitions about exploring the world and about being creative in a public setting.  

Matthew often teams up with his longtime musical partner John Hadden to offer songwriting residencies in elementary schools as the “Song Dudes.”  John and Matthew have led several of these programs from 2002-2009, each of which is held during five school days over a 2-week period of time.  Each program culminates in a wonderful performance by students (accompanied by John and Matt) of all the classes’ original songs.  The performance is recorded and burned onto a master CD that can then be copied for families.

Matthew has performed in hundreds of venues, sometimes as a solo artist, and just as often in concert with other musicians including the Swing Peepers (a duo with John Hadden) and North Star (a trio with Rick Ceballos and Lausanne Allen).  He loves to perform in libraries, festivals, parks, schools, cafés, and for a variety of special programs.
Since 2003, Matthew has appeared in libraries, parks, schools and on boats as the Champlain Troubadour for the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum.  As the Troubadour, Matthew performs stories and songs from different traditions to engage the audience in song, movement, and the excitement of people's adventures in the lake environment.  Themes of the program include Native American wisdom, sea chanteys, boats from canoes to schooners, fossils, protecting clean water, and heroes of the past.

Below is a list of some of the many venues where Matthew has performed:

Festivals and Parks

First Night Burlington (multiple times); Champlain Valley Folk Festival (several times); Ticonderoga Festival Guild, NY; Hudson River Sloop Clearwater Pumpkin Sails (multiple years at locations in New York State including: Saugerties, Kingston, Yonkers, several venues in Manhattan, Hastings-on-Hudson, Piermont, Hoboken, NJ); Lake Champlain Maritime Museum Kids’ Maritime Festivals (multiple times); Cabin Fever Folklife Festivals, Middlebury, VT; Richmond Concerts on the Green; Celebrate the Lake Week at Lake Iroquois in Hinesburg; Midsummer Festival of Vermont Music and Art, Montpelier, VT; Owl’s Head Farm, Richmond; Vermont State Parks Summer Series (multiple times - Hapgood Pond S.P., Lake St. Catherine S.P., Bomoseen S.P., Button Bay S.P., Brighton S.P., Grand Isle S.P.); Herrick’s Cove Festival, Rockingham, VT; Chimney Point State Historic Site, Addison, VT; Lake Eden Town Recreation Area; Brattleboro Town Park; Waitsfield Farmer’s Market; South Royalton Brown Bag Lunch Concert Series; Stowe Performing Arts. 

Libraries

Arlington; Bradford; Brattleboro; Canaan; Shrewsbury (2x); Sherburne; Poultney; Hinesburg (several); Colchester (several); Gilbert-Hart Lib, Wallingford (multiple times); Charlotte( 2x); Ilsley Lib., Middlebury; Bixby Lib., Vergennes (several); Brownell Lib., Essex Jct. (ongoing basis); Essex Free Library, Essex; Huntington (several), Starksboro (multiple); Jeudevine Lib., Hardwick; Greensboro; Craftsbury; So. Burlington (2x); Tunbridge; Quechee; Richmond (multiple); Bristol (2x); Stowe; Shoreham; Lincoln (several); Waterbury; Warren, Wilder; St. Albans Library; Fletcher Free Library, Burlington; New Haven Library, New Haven; Vermont Dept. of Libraries gathering in St. Johnsbury.

Schools 

Sheldon El.; Hardwick El.; Milton El.; Berkshire El.; Flood Brook Sch., Londonderry; Good Shepherd Sch., St. Johnsbury; Monument El., Bennington; Hartland Central Sch.; St. Joseph’s Sch., Burlington; Chamberlain Sch., Burlington; Barnes El., Burlington; Program for Gifted Students, Saratoga, NY; Underhill I.D. Sch.; Brewster-Pierce El., Huntington (multiple); So. Hero El.; Westford El. (2x); Charlotte El.; Winooski Sch.; Hinesburg El.; Hiawatha School, Essex; Summit St. Sch, Essex; Founders Memorial School, Essex; Norwich El.; Richmond El.; Andover El., Andover, MA; Bancroft Sch., Andover MA; Edmunds M.S., Burlington; Flynn Sch., Burlington; H.O. Wheeler Sch., Burlington; Orwell El.; Aurora Sch., Middlebury; Moriah Central Sch., Moriah, NY; Lakeview El., Greensboro; Rutland Intermediate School; Beeman El., New Haven, VT; Sacred Heart Sch., Newport, VT; Moretown El.; Chelsea Central Sch.; Georgia El.; Smilie Sch., Bolton; Ferrisburg El.; Cambridge El.; Weybridge El.; Renaissance School at Shelburne Farms; Vergennes El.; Waitsfield El.; Wallingford El.; Stockbridge El.; Waldorf School, Shelburne.; Robinson School, Starksboro; Wilmington El.; Deerfield Valley El, Whitingham.

Cafes and Restaurants

Village Cup, Jericho; Daily Bread Bakery and Café, Richmond (multiple times); Cliffhanger Restaurant, Keene Valley, NY; Mary’s Restaurant, Bristol (multiple times); Bobcat Café, Bristol; Bristol Bakery; Briggs-Carriage Bookstore and Café, Brandon; Carol’s Hungry Mind Café, Middlebury; Walkover Gallery, Bristol; Lincoln Inn, Essex; Two Brothers Tavern, Middlebury; Williston Community Coffeehouse; Starksboro Coffeehouse; Fire and Ice Café, Northampton, MA; Aux Portes de la Nuit Auberge, Montreal, QC CA.

Camps, Conferences and Special Programs

Green Mountain Audubon Nature Center, Huntington, VT (Summer camps, Summer Solstice, and Winter Solstice - multiple times); Farm and Wilderness Summer Camps, Plymouth, VT (multiple times); Camp Chateaugay, Merrill, NY; Vermont Youth Conservation Corps orientation sessions, Underhill, VT; Camel’s Hump Family Circus, Huntington, VT; Camp Exclamation Point, Fairlee, VT; Lake Champlain Science Center, Burlington, VT; Deerleap Books, Bristol, VT; Sara Holbrook Ctr., Burlington, VT (multiple times); Northeast Organic Farming Association winter conferences, Middlebury, VT; Huntington Valley Arts Festival, Huntington, VT (multiple); Keeping Track Celebration on South Lake Champlain aboard the Carillon, Shoreham, VT; Project Independence, Middlebury, VT; LakeNet conference aboard LCTC Ferry on Lake Champlain, Hyde Settlement Camp, Wallingford, VT; WinooskiLore Camp, Richmond, VT; Camp Common Ground, Starksboro, VT; Montpelier Unitarian Church; Stoweflake Resort in Stowe; “Teddy Bear Picnic” in Essex (multiple); Alburg Summer Program; Watershed Center Solstice Celebration, Bristol, VT; Earth Day Festival at Richmond Congregational Church; aboard the LCMM schooner Lois McClure; Environmental Expo at Green Mountain College, Poultney ; Lewis Creek Association’s Annual Meeting, Ferrisburg;  City Market Food Fair, Burlington; LCMM James Wakefield Memorial Row, Burlington; Bristol Best Night, Bristol; Ohavi Zedek Synagogue, Burlington; Camp Timberlock, Indian Lake, NY; Camp Gan Israel, Burlington; World Breastfeeding Week Benefit, Contois Auditorium, Burlington; Addison County Field Days; Church St. Marketplace, Burlington.

Contradances

Holley Hall, Bristol, VT (multiple times); Edmunds Sch., Burlington, VT; Jericho Community Center, Jericho, VT; Rutland, VT; Farm and Wilderness Family Camp, Plymouth, VT; Hinesburg Community Center.

